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THE WTO LOST ... ITS SIGN 


Content 


But Where is the WTO Sign ? 

On May 30th, two metal signs were removed from the portal of ' 
the World Trade Organisation in Geneva. They were passed ii 

from person to person and were decorated by several hands. } 

They will end most probably in Cancun at the beginning of iil 
September where mobilizations will sink them. In preparation of 

this mobilizations will take place in July in Montreal (see below) it 

and 8, 9 and 10 august in the Larzac region, France (see NN 
www.larzac2003.org) We would like to follow the plaques’ travel \\ \\ 

all over and therefore show picture on their whereabouts. If they Mi 
are passing next to your home, or if you them here or there, 


= 


please send us a picture. (pass the word around) Ty 
journal@attac.org i, 


1. Mobilization Against the WTO Mini-Ministerial in Montreal m | 
"Mobilization Against the WTO Mini-Ministerial in Montreal" -- an 

open organizational assembly process called by Montreal region 
activists affiliated with various local anti-capitalist, anti- 
imperialist, and anti-war groups -- has adopted a basic action 
plan. This will include direct action disruptions to the upcoming 
meeting (possibly a '‘shutdown') and an emphasis on 
complementing the efforts of local groups dealing with antiwar, 
refugee, immigrant, and indigenous struggles. 

2. Labor and Allies Seek to Rebuild Momentum for 
Immigration Reform (By Leo Reyes) 

Not long ago the United States seemed on the verge of a 
massive immigrant legalization bill. President Bush and Mexico’s 
President Vicente Fox were engaged in bilateral discussions on 
the fate of millions of undocumented Mexican immigrants. At the same time organizations across the country were 
mobilizing to make sure that any agreement would go beyond a “guest worker” program with no labor rights, and that it 
would include immigrants from other countries. 

3. Confronted with the illegitimacy of the G8, a flavour of “Porto Alegre” in Geneva (By Alessandro Pelizzari) 

The success of the mobilisation is all the more noteworthy for having occurred in an extremely tense security climate, 
aimed at destabilising and criminalising the movement over its supposed relationship to “violence”. In fact violence - that 
is to say, the abuse of force - is embedded in the day-to-day functioning of the neo-liberal system. The last war was an 
extreme expression of this, just like the refusal to provide free medication to millions of AIDS sufferers. 

4. The Jakarta Peace Consensus 

We believe that a world free of war, exploitation, inequality, poverty and repression is possible. We see the reality of this 
alternative visible within the the growing movements of youth, women, workers, students, migrants, the unemployed, 
human rights and peace and justice activists and citizens who are bringing their spirit, energy and work together in the 
fight for genuine peace based on global justice for all the world’s peoples. 


= 





Illustrated version only in PDF format. 
« But where is the WTO sign? Episode 2 » - http://www.attac.info/g8evian (60 documents + 56 articles + 41 photo reportages) 


Mobilization Against the WTO Mini-Ministerial Source: omcmontreal| mailing list 
in Montreal 
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As part of the ongoing struggle against capitalism, 
imperialism, patriarchy, and other forms of oppression, 
people are invited to converge in Montreal on July 27- 
30 to oppose the World Trade Organization (WTO). 
Mega-demonstrations are planned in response to a so- 
called 'mini-ministerial' -- at which an exclusive group of 
trade ministers will be conspiring here in Montreal to 
engineer a ‘successful’ outcome at a larger WTO 
ministerial to be held in September in Cancun, Mexico. 


"Mobilization Against the WTO Mini-Ministerial in 
Montreal" -- an open organizational assembly process 
called by Montreal region activists affiliated with various 
local anti-capitalist, anti-imperialist, and anti-war groups 
-- has adopted a basic action plan. This will include 
direct action disruptions to the upcoming meeting 
(possibly a '‘shutdown') and an emphasis on 
complementing the efforts of local groups dealing with 
antiwar, refugee, immigrant, and indigenous struggles. 
There will be several days of action, allowing space for 
various issues, such as a focus on the pharmaceutical 
industry's refusal to permit low-cost, life-saving and life- 
enhancing AIDS drugs to the global South, on the 
GATS (General Agreement on Trade and Services), on 
WTO agricultural policies, and more. The events will be 
kicked off with a large-scale, popular, child-friendly 
march on July 27 under the theme "No One is Illegal". 
The focus of this will be on the WTO's links to colonial 
genocide, militarization and war, as well as the 
displacement of migrants (this march follows from the 
No One Is Illegal march, of more than 5000 people, last 
June in Ottawa against the G8). Other specific events 
will be announced in future updates. 


The WTO - VEHICLE OF OPPRESSION 


With 146 member countries, the WTO is the world's 
most powerful instrument in controlling international 
trade. It is a main vehicle of the ‘neoliberal’ agenda -- a 
philosophy in which everything and everyone is reduced 
to a commodity to be bought and sold in markets, with 
the ultimate goal being a relentless expansion of profits. 
In concrete terms, the WTO administers over 20 
agreements, facilitates future trade negotiations, and 
oversees and enforces trade dispute resolution - a 
secret process which allows countries to challenge 
each others' laws as violations of WTO rules. Since its 
inception in 1995, the net effect of the WTO has been to 
undermine governments' capacity to implement 
progressive labour, social, health, safety or 
environmental laws, and to jeopardize the rights of 
peoples to determine their own futures. 


But after being shut down in Seattle in 1999 and forced 
to hide out in Qatar in 2001, the WTO process has 
begun to unravel beneath the weight of its own 
illegitimacy. Externally, it is universally reviled as a 
symbol of corporate domination; internally, the majority 
of its own members are fed up with being shoved 
around by a minority of powerful interests. A powerful 
popular resistance in Montreal will help to unsteady the 


WTO so that protesters massed in Cancun can deliver 
the knockout blow. 


OVERALL BASIS OF UNITY 


The basis of unity of the organizing assembly 
("Mobilization Against the WTO Mini-Ministerial in 
Montreal") is the PGA Hallmarks (See www.agp.org), a 
set of principles which have evolved out the struggles in 
the global south. They are as follows: 


1. A very clear rejection of capitalism, imperialism and 
feudalism; all trade agreements, institutions and 
governments that promote destructive globalisation; 


2. We reject all forms and systems of domination and 
discrimination including, but not limited to, patriarchy, 
racism and religious fundamentalism of all creeds. We 
embrace the full dignity of all human beings. 


3. A confrontational attitude, since we do not think that 
lobbying can have a major impact in such biased and 
undemocratic organisations, in which transnational 
capital is the only real policy-maker; 


4. A call to direct action and civil disobedience, support 
for social movements' struggles, advocating forms of 
resistance which maximize respect for life and 
oppressed peoples’ rights, as well as the construction of 
local alternatives to global capitalism; 

5. An organisational philosophy based on 
decentralisation and autonomy. 


CONTACTS / GETTING HERE 


A Montreal organizing site will be online soon at 
http://montreal.resist.ca at which updated information 
will be posted regularly. 


Meanwhile info updates in English and French about 
Montreal-area organizing against the WTO are 
available via the wto-montreal-announce e-mail list 
which you can join by visiting the following webpage: 
http://lists.resist.ca/cgi-bin/mailman/listinfo/wto- 
montreal-announce 


For people coming from out of town needing 
transportation and/or accommodations, please see 
http://web.infiniweb.ca/leprof/ 


Labor and Allies Seek to Rebuild Momentum 
for Immigration Reform 


By Teo Reyes. Founder of the Coalition for Dignity and 
Amnesty. 


Not long ago the United States seemed on the verge of 
a massive immigrant legalization bill. President Bush 
and Mexico’s President Vicente Fox were engaged in 
bilateral discussions on the fate of millions of 
undocumented Mexican immigrants. At the same time 





organizations across the country were mobilizing to 
make sure that any agreement would go beyond a 
“guest worker” program with no labor rights, and that it 
would include immigrants from other countries. 


The terrorist attacks on September 11 quickly brushed 
any immigrant legalization act off the table and brought 
a backlash against immigrant communities regardless 
of country of origin. 


But today, a glimmer of hope is visible on the horizon 
again. Labor and its allies are trying to rebuild 
momentum for immigrant rights, but they must 
overcome some paralyzing differences. 


FREEDOM RIDES 


The most recent initiative is the Immigrant Workers 
Freedom Rides spearheaded by the Hotel and 
Restaurant Employees union (HERE). The Freedom 
Rides, set for September and October, have the 
potential to mobilize thousands of people across the 
country and put the immigrant rights agenda back on 
the front page. 


According to coordinator David Glaser, the Rides have 
“very specific/4goals: a road to legalization and a road 
to citizenship calling for amnesty’4and rights on the job 
without concern for status.” 


HERE is building a coalition of unions and community 
organizations to organize political and media events in 
over 50 cities to greet and strengthen the new freedom 
riders. LIUNA, SEIU, UFCW, UNITE, and the UFW are 
among the unions signed up to support the Rides. 


Modeled on the Freedom Rides of the civil rights era 
that challenged segregation, the Immigrant Workers 
Freedom Rides will kick off on the West Coast in late 
September. Buses will leave from San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Las Vegas, Seattle, Minneapolis, Chicago, 
Boston, and Miami, converging on Washington, D.C. 
October 2, then heading to New York for a final rally 
October 4. 


At every stop the riders will hold rallies and interfaith 
events. They aim to be hosted by church groups who 
will house and feed them. 


FREEDOM ACT 


Although the Freedom Rides have the potential to jump- 
start a national debate on immigration reform, they back 
broad themes rather than concrete measures. In 
contrast, the National Coalition for Dignity and Amnesty, 
a coalition of workers centers and labor, religious, and 
immigrant rights organizations, developed an 
independent legislative proposal that it has been 
pushing before and since 9-11. 


The coalition has been in ongoing negotiations with 
congressional representatives interested in_ its 
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FREEDOM Act. “The FREEDOM proposal is ideal, 
something all immigrants would want,” says Yanira 
Merino, immigration coordinator for the Laborers Union. 
“It deals with future flows of immigrants towards the 
United States. [If one can] prove that one is working 
and does not have a legal record, it gives temporary 
residence. After three years, a worker could seek 
permanent residency or seek [another] temporary 
residence.” 


Because the bill combines a blanket amnesty with a 
mechanism for legalizing future immigrant flows, some 
labor observers see it as pie-in-the-sky. Still, the 
Amnesty Coalition has held discussions with the White 
House on the bill, and according to Monica Santana of 
New York’s Latino Workers Center, “Sectors that had 
not given the proposal sufficient attention [have been] 
forced to evaluate the law and'4 are now interested.” 


PROBLEM WITH GUEST WORKERS 


Some question how the FREEDOM bill’s mechanism for 
future immigrants would be different from a guest 
worker proposal, since it would require a person to have 
a job in order to seek temporary residence. Under 
existing guest worker programs, an immigrant receives 
a work permit tied to a particular employer. 


According to Santana, “The difference with FREEDOM 
is that the employer does not have control. It is 
temporary residence, not a work permit. It includes 
labor rights and the right to move to other employers.” 


Guest worker programs are opposed by worker rights 
advocates because they put a worker's status at the 
whim of an employer. Leone Bicchieri, most recently 
coordinator of the National Interfaith Committee’s 
Poultry Justice Project, says, “Guest worker cannot 
function in a way that supports human rights--it’s not 
going to ever--so it needs to be opposed no matter 
what.” 


Guest worker programs, Bicchieri believes, “basically 
say that it’s okay to bring people in from somewhere 
else and never integrate them into the community--use 
their labor and send them home.” 


Many in the immigrant community would still see 
compromise legislation that incorporated guest worker 
provisions as a victory, because it would create a 
process for regularization, eliminating the fear of living 
without documents. But David Bacon, a labor journalist 
and immigrant rights activist, notes: “Already the laws 
imposing conditions on contractors [of guest workers] 
are routinely violated. If you can’t enforce existing labor 
protections, how do you enforce something far more 
difficult that you can’t enforce for citizen workers?” 


REGAINING MOMENTUM 


The labor movement needs to work aggressively if it 
hopes to gain a legalization program without guest 


attac 





attac 


page 4(9) 


worker provisions. A serious effort to revitalize the 
immigrant rights movement would go a long way in 
keeping certain allies from caving on a guest worker 
program, and give it a stronger position to negotiate 
with business and legislators. 


The Freedom Rides are a step in the right direction, 
building broad coalitions that can have a visible impact. 
Bacon says: “You need to restart the movement from 
below to put pressure on Congress to focus on amnesty 
and regularization. Part of it is demo’s on the street. 


“But part of what would make immigration reform a 
hotter issue is if we could get the labor movement to 
fight for itself, with immigrant rights as a part of that. If 
we can get labor to fight for itself in general, in a vocal, 
active, outin-the-streets kind of way, that would help 
put immigrant reform back on the agenda” 


Along with street visibility, labor also needs to push a 
specific program for immigrant reform. Santana feels 
that if a reform program such as FREEDOM is not 
seriously backed, anti-immigrant interests in Congress 
will be able to introduce a guest worker program and 
get away with it. 


In the meantime, immigrants will keep coming and 
employers will keep recruiting them. It looked like the 
government was getting ready to crack down on 
employers when it went after Tyson Foods for 
conspiring to smuggle immigrants, but that case was 
thrown out. While it was pending, cousins and brothers 
were still arriving at poultry plants in North Carolina. 


The main effect of the backlash against immigrants has 
been to make their lives even more precarious, as 
Merino notes. “Coyotes charge more, transport charges 
more, that entire market squeezes tighter. We keep 
accepting conditions of work and life that are more and 
more inferior. So we are a labor force that becomes 
easier to exploit.” 


[For information in Spanish and English, see 
www.immigrantworkersfreedomride.com.] 

Contact for this article. Marsha 
marsha@labornotes.org 

Published in collaboration with Labor Notes. ‘Labor 
Notes' is a monthly magazine based in Detroit, USA. 
We are committed to reforming and revitalizing the 
labor movement. We report news about the labor 
movement that you won't find anywhere else. News 
about grassroots labor activity, innovative organizing 
tactics, international labor struggles, immigrant workers, 
and problems that some union leaders would rather 
keep quiet. Subscribe and receive a copy of ‘Labor 
Notes' in your mailbox! Subscription information can be 
found at our website at www.labornotes.org 


Niemeijer 


Confronted with the illegitimacy of the G8, a 
flavour of “Porto Alegre” in Geneva 


By Alessandro Pelizzari 
Translation. Barbara and David Forbes. Coorditrad 
volunteer translators (*) 


This G8 in Evian was not a routine occasion, for two 
reasons: firstly, the summit brought together for the first 
time leaders who had been deeply divided over the 
circumstances surrounding the American/British 
invasion of lraq. 


The Bush administration had not only ignored the 
democratic anti-war feelings of millions of men and 
women who had been united in hundreds of 
demonstrations in many countries, on all continents, but 
had above all shown its unlimited military supremacy in 
a war in which the stakes were worth a risky gamble: 
the control of oil wealth and routes, the re-drawing of 
the geo-political maps of Central Asia and the Middle 
East, the imposing of a long-term war economy, the 
modifying of the relationships between the European 
Union and the United States, and the re-defining of the 
institutional architecture of globalisation. It is in the face 
of these rifts that Jacques Chirac had given out 
invitations to a “G8 of Peace” in order to “pacify” the 
rivalries between the great powers.... 


Secondly, the G8 in Evian took place at a time when, in 
the USA, in the EU, but also in Switzerland, a real 
social war on identical issues is taking place against the 
workforce: social security, right to work, right to training, 
employment. Against the background of a deep 
international economic crisis, we are seeing today a 
real coordinated offensive in the programmes of our 
leaders, including those on the left. The counter-reforms 
which are taking place will break the principle of 
solidarity between generations, will deplete whatever 
remains of systems of social protection after twenty 
years of reform and destruction, provoking wide-ranging 
social resistance in several European countries. 


Confronted with the illegitimaticy and irrelevance of the 
G8.... 


The movement for an alternative world, mobilised 
against the G8, was thus faced with a double challenge: 
On the one hand, that of keeping alive the anti-war 
movement; on the other, that of giving the European 
social resistance movement not only the opportunity of 
coming together (for example on the pensions issue) 
but also of making it link into a “common movement” 
across the oontinent. Furthermore, the conditions for 
the mobilisation were not optimal: the framework was 
divided between different towns and even countries 
(Geneva, Annemasse and Lausanne); the mobilisation 
“pool” was particularly weak in a sparsely populated 
area with a low level of social conflict (Switzerland). 


The failure of the mobilisation was therefore not to be 
excluded, and this would have _ had_ serious 
consequences for the dynamic of the movement, 
particularly in the run-up to the European Social Forum 
in Paris/St Denis in November. With a little hindsight, it 





has to be said that if there was one item which ended in 
a huge failure, it was the Evian summit itself: in spite of 
the fact that the eight leaders recognised the deep crisis 
which is affecting the current system, they only 
managed to reaffirm their neo-liberal recipes which are 
the very causes of this global economic and social 
crisis. 


Once more they did not bring any guarantee on the 
issue of access to medicines in the countries of the 
South; the G8 restricted itself to “saluting the 
commitment” of the pharmaceutical industry to 
“voluntarily providing” medicines at a low price. Once 
more, the alleviation of the debt ($60 billion) remained 
laughable in comparison with the development finance 
needs; once more, development aid for Africa was 
limited to encouraging the multi-nationals to undertake 
private investment. Once more, in order to guarantee 
access to water, the leaders were content with calling 
for “public-private partnerships” which will only benefit 
the multinationals by reinforcing such mechanisms as 
providing cover for exchange risks. If Jacques Chirac is 
to be believed, the Evian G8 was one of “responsibility” 
and “solidarity”, dreaming of bringing forth concrete 
“action plans” to realise the “commitments undertaken’. 


Of course, when confronted with the “G1” in the shape 
of George W. Bush, none of these “priorities” really 
emerged. The main “acquis” of Evian therefore remains 
the “normalisation” of the relationship between the USA 
and the recalcitrant states, France in particular, in the 
framework determined in advance by the last vote in the 
UN Security Council, which legitimised a posteriori the 
war in lraq and opened the merchandising of the 
reconstruction of the country. In their re-found unity, 
and brandishing their confidence in growth, the G8 
therefore announced that they wished to speed up the 
devastating liberalisation of trade in the next round of 
negotiations at the WTO in Cancun, and to continue the 
deregulation of pensions systems and the “structural 
reforms” of the employment market and capital, and to 
emphasise the so-called “war against terrorism.” 


re a wide-ranging mobilisation.... 


It was to denounce these policies and to demand the 
dissolution of the G8 that thousands of alternative-world 
activists from the whole of Europe responded to the call 
and came together for five days in Annemasse, Geneva 
and Lausanne. 


By organising counter-forums, assemblies, peaceful 
blockades and the big demonstration on Sunday 1st 
June, drawing together over 100 000 people in the 
largest demonstration on Swiss soil for decades, this 
mobilisation was not only a success from the point of 
view of the participation, but enabled the social 
broadening of the movement, echoing the European 
social mobilisation as well as the international anti-war 
movement. And not only that: as shown by the notice- 
boards covering the city of Geneva, which were, via pen 
and brush, turned into imaginative tableaux or areas of 
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creative liberty, over Ascension weekend the local 
populace itself was drawn into what the Courrier de 
Genéve called a “mini Porto Alegre” atmosphere 
invading the region of Geneva. Thus from Thursday 
onwards, many thousands of activists met together in 
many forums and conferences, all packed full, such as 
the conference of the ATTAC groups of Europe, the 
“Tribunal for Debt and Reparation” organised under the 
auspices of the Committee for the Cancellation of Third 
World Debt (CADTM), or the Assembly of social 
movements, which enabled not only the analysis of the 
basis of social, economic and military conflict, but also 
the refining of the consensus formed during the 
previous years around the key demands of the 
movement: the rejection of external debt, the taxation of 
financial transfers, the refusal to liberalise commerce 
and the rejection of privatisation, in particular water, 
food sufficiency, the right to education and health, etc. 
Likewise, the meetings enabled the next meetings to be 
fixed: a global day of action against the Anglo/US 
occupation, for which two dates were suggested (13th 
and 27th September); mobilisations, also in September, 
against the ministerial conference of the WTO in 
Cancun (Mexico). 


However, the discussions were also the occasion for a 
critical stock-taking: this was particularly the case in the 
assemblies of the anti-war movement, which began with 
a statement: even if the mobilisation against the war 
was a real success, it did not prevent the war. And a 
question: what will become of the peace movement 
against the lraq war? The thousands of people present 
in the region this weekend were “evidence that the 20th 
March, the beginning of the war, did not defuse the 
willingness for the struggle,” suggested Paolo Gilardi 
from the Group for a Switzerland Without an Army 
(GSsA). And to ask: “Confronted with permanent war as 
a new instrument of domination, how can we become a 
permanent movement, able to envisage another world 
that is not only possible but also necessary?” It was this 
question that everyone who wished to open up 
possibilities and create the conditions for building 
another world tried to answer, and it is also why this 
question was at the centre of the closing debate of the 
colloquy of the Attac groups of Europe, during which 
different representatives of social movements from 
Europe, the South and the USA discussed issues such 
as the relationship between short-term and long-term 
demands; the relationships between social movements, 
trades unions and political forces, etc. . . That is, issues 
of strategy, aimed at giving a more pro-active political 
dynamism to reactive struggles. It will be necessary to 
continue this struggle in the run-up to the European 
Social Forum, feeding from the experience and 
creativity of real struggles, such as the social struggles 
going on in Europe at the moment. 


ates and some questioning 
The success of the mobilisation is all the more 


noteworthy for having occurred in an extremely tense 
security climate, aimed at destabilising and criminalising 


attac 





attac 


page 6(9) 


the movement over its supposed relationship to 
“violence”. In fact violence - that is to say, the abuse of 
force - is embedded in the day-to-day functioning of the 
neo-liberal system. The last war was an extreme 
expression of this, just like the refusal to provide free 
medication to millions of AIDS sufferers. Nearer home, 
forcing workers over 60 to lengthen their working life, 
when there is hardly any possibility for them to find a 
new job, is clearly a form of social violence which 
arouses fear. Confronted with these kinds of violence, a 
“counter-violence” can be seen: the occupation of a 
company, blocking railways or roads to prevent pension 
reform in France and Austria, direct action taken 
against plantations of genetically modified plants, etc. 
are forms of action which gain the support of a 
significant section of public opinion. This applies equally 
to the peaceful blockades of the access roads to Evian, 
which were judged by all participants to be positive in 
the context of practical activist history. In fact, many 
people can identify with the need for this type of 
initiative and its aims. There is a world of difference 
between this and the actions taken on the fringe of the 
massive demonstrations of the weekend by very small 
minorities which do not belong to the movement and 
who put human lives at risk. On the other hand, the 
intolerable violence by the police — which continued 
after the G8 demonstrations — fits in perfectly to the 
violence of the system. A police force, thirsty for action 
after having been obliged in the language of the police 
union itself to “use kid gloves”, indulged in a veritable 
punishment beating of a hundred totally inoffensive 
demonstrators. The descent to the Usine cultural centre 
Usine, the beating up of the media activists who were 
working there and the hundreds of arrests, were 
strongly reminiscent of the events in Genoa, where the 
wreckers were able to rampage freely when the 
alternative centre in the Diaz school was savagely 
attacked by the police. Geneva is certainly not Genoa, 
and Switzerland is not Italy. However, two months ago, 
the Geneva police fired at a trades union activitist with a 
new type of branding gun, used without the knowledge 
of the police and political authorities. 


They could not have done more, on the eve of the 
Evian summit, to deliver the message that no protester 
was safe from repression. This repression was defied 
by the 100 000 demonstrators who overcame their fear 
in order to set up an alternative to the wreckers meeting 
in Evian, in the form of a tidal wave of peace which was, 
however, radical in its demands. 


Contact for this article: alessandro@attac.org 

The Jakarta Peace Consensus 

INTRODUCTION 

For all the death and destruction it has caused, the 
United States' invasion of Iraq has given birth to a truly 
amazing and historic global anti-war movement which 


even the New York Times was forced to call "the 
world's other superpower.” The undeniable significance 


of this movement was at no point more forcefully 
demonstrated than with the massive internationally 
coordinated marches that swept the globe last February 
15. 


Following one superpower's invasion and occupation of 
Iraq, representatives of this other superpower 
immediately gathered in Jakarta to assess the current 
conjuncture, to chart its next plans and to plot its future 
strategy. 


The hurriedly organized conference, held in Jakarta, 
Indonesia 19-21 May 2003, was open to all. Those who 
attended come from some of the biggest national and 
regional peace and justice coalitions and groupings all 
over the world. 


This includes representatives from the Asian Peace 
Alliance, a broad network of anti-war organizations from 
all over Asia; the UK Stop the War Coalition which 
organized the historic demonstrations in London; United 
for Peace and Justice, the biggest anti-war coalition in 
the United States; the Italian Social Forum, key 
organizers of last year's million strong anti-war march 
during the European Social Forum; the Istanbul No to 
War Coordination, which was responsible for the 
massive actions in Turkey; and Books not Bombs, an 
Australian high school student movement as well as a 
host of other national anti-war coalitions. 


Also represented were lraqi democracy activists, 
organizers of the coming World Social Forum in India, 
delegates from the World March of Women, Indonesian 
trade unions, the South Africa Anti-Privatization Forum, 
Greenpeace, Focus on the Global South, and Jubilee 
South. Also slated to attend, but not granted Indonesian 
visas, were delegates from Pakistan, Palestine, and an 
Iraqi exile from Japan. 


The participants came from the following countries: 
Afghanistan, Australia, Austria, Brazil, Canada, East 
Timor, France, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Iraq, 
Israel, Italy, Japan, Korea, Lebanon, Malaysia, 
Netherlands, Nicaragua, the Philippines, South Africa, 
Tunisia, Turkey, the United Kingdom, and the United 
States. 


After three days of intense debates and discussions, 
the participants hammered together the "Jakarta Peace 
Consensus," a declaration of unity and a specific plan 
of action which they have agreed to propose to the 
global peace and justice movements. The Consensus 
will be translated to Arabic, French, Spanish, Bahasa 
Indonesian, Italian, etc. and will be presented to the 
next international anti-war meeting in Evian this May 31. 


Apartheid South Africa. We commit ourselves 6 the 
international struggle for the end of the colonial 
occupation of Palestine, and call for the dismantling of 
all Israeli settlements and the right of return for all 
Palestinian refugees. We condemn the continued US 
interference in Palestine and demand the recognition of 





Palestinian national rights as a precondition for a just 
and therefore lasting peace in the region. 


We see the invasion of Iraq as part of the on-going 
economic war against peoples of the South. Under the 
rules of the IMF/World Bank and WTO, our world is 
becoming increasingly unjust and unequal. The WTO 
meeting in Cancun, Mexico, in September will be 
another forum at which the leaders of the imperialist 
world will plan their strategies. They are plunging the 
world into a series of wars in the quest for oil, for 
economic and political hegemony and to ensure the 
subjugation of the working class and impoverished 
masses. 


In the name of fighting "terrorism" the US government 
has created the indefensible concept of pre-emptive 
war. Beneath this banner it has attacked Afghanistan 
yesterday, lraq today, while tomorrow's targets may be 
Syria, Iran, North Korea, Venuezuela, Colombia, Cuba 
or any other nation that is seen as opposing the US 
government's political and economic interests. 


We note with concern the growing militarisation of the 
world, which is expressed both in open and covert wars 
and the proliferation of US military bases, increasing 
military expenditure and military operations. We also 
oppose acts of aggression, whether they be against the 
people of Aceh, Mindanao, Kashmir or Kurdistan. 


In this atmosphere of militarism, police harassment of 
marginalised communities, migrants and ethnic 
minorities is escalating. We call for global disarmament. 
In particular we demand the decommissioning of all 
nuclear weapons. We support the call for the Middle 
East to become a zone free of weapons of mass 
destruction, not least in Israel, the state with the most 
destructive capacity. 


We resolve to continue to build the international peace 
and justice movement, which showed its strength so 
dramatically on 14-16 February, 2003, where millions 
marched against the war in lraq. 


Our principles include building a genuine 
internationalism from below, where we establish a new 
international community based on equality and 
democracy. While our work is international, we will also 
challenge our own national governments where their 
policies contribute to war, militarism and neo-liberalism. 


We oppose war in all forms whether open, declared, 
interstate war, war against social movements, economic 
war against the poor peoples of the world or war 
against political activists and opponents of the dominant 
order. We aim to maintain the broadest possible unity 
among our diverse organisations including 
organisations from the Islamic = community, 
environmental groups, and movements opposing 
racism and sexism. 
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Our work will be linked to the growing social and class 
movements resisting neo-liberal globalisation, as war 
through guns and bombs is only the _ bloodiest 
expression of domination by neo-liberalism and 
imperialism. 


We call upon all organisations, social movements and 
persons who share our analysis and plan of action to 
join our common efforts oriented towards the creation of 
a worldwide Solidarity Network for Global Peace at a 
future time, particularly during the meetings in Evian (G 
8 summit), Cancun (WTO-Conference), the regional 
Social Forums and the next World Social Forum in 
Bombay. 


We believe that a world free of war, exploitation, 
inequality, poverty and repression is possible. We see 
the reality of this alternative visible within the the 
growing movements of youth, women, workers, 
students, migrants, the unemployed, human rights and 
peace and justice activists and citizens who are 
bringing their spirit, energy and work together in the 
fight for genuine peace based on global justice for all 
the world’s peoples. 


STATEMENT AND PLAN OF ACTION ON IRAQ 
The US-led invasion and occupation of Iraq is illegal. 


In 1946, the Nuremberg Tribunal judged that "To 
initiate war of aggression is not only an international 
crime; it is the supreme international crime differing only 
from other war crimes in that it contains within itself the 
accumulated evil of the whole." 


Consequently, we demand An immediate end to the 
illegal occupation of Iraq by the United States and the 
United Kingdom and the immediate withdrawal and 
removal of all foreign troops, military advisers and 
representatives, military equipment and armaments. 


We insist that The lraqi people have absolute and 
sovereign rights to determine their own future. No 
occupying power has the right to violate the territorial 
integrity of Iraq. Any decision about the need for 
international assistance rests solely with the Iraqi 
people. 


The United States and United Kingdom's occupation of 
lraq is illegal, as is any administrative authority or 
interim government established by the occupying 
forces. Therefore, any decisions made by the occupying 
forces or their representatives are not binding on the 
Iraqi people. 


The UN-held Iraqi oil escrow account must not be used 
to foot the bill for reconstruction of the damage caused 
by the illegal war and UN sanctions. The funds must be 
held in trust for the Iraqi people until there is a 
legitimate and genuinely representative government. 
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While we strongly support independent civil society 
assistance to and solidarity with the Iraqi people, the 
United Nations and its agencies, other governments 
and non-governmental organizations should not serve 
as a cover to legitimize, or profit from, the illegal 
invasion and occupation of Iraq. Humanitarian aid must 
not be used to support or promote the military, political 
and economic objectives of the occupying forces. 


According to the Geneva Conventions, humanitarian 
assistance, aid, reconstruction and other development 
activities are the legal and moral responsibility of the 
invading and occupying forces, and they should not 
characterize as "aid" that which is the entitlement of the 
Iraqi population. 


The Iraqi people have sovereignty over all natural 
resources and utilities. The invading and occupying 
forces, or their private sector proxies, have no right to 
make any decisions about who controls or benefits from 
the exploitation of natural resources or the construction 
and delivery of basic services and utilities. 


The full costs of all reconstruction, compensation and 
reparations for the physical, social, economic, 
psychological, ecological, cultural and heritage 
destruction caused by the US-led invasion of Iraq must 
be borne by the aggressors. 


Reparations for the physical, social, economic, 
psychological, ecological, cultural and heritage loss, 
damage and suffering caused by the US-imposed UN 
Security Council sanctions must be borne by the 
permanent members of the Council. 


In addition, reparations must be paid to all persons who 
have suffered physical, economic, or psychological loss 
or trauma resulting from twelve years of sanctions and 
the 2003 invasion, based on individual and collective 
claims and dispensed by an independent compensation 
tribunal. 


We call for the delegitimation of the US and allied 
occupation of Iraq. We support all moves leading 
towards the convening of a national congress, or 
constituent assembly, or any other kind of democratic 
self-organization to establish the legitimacy of a new 
Iraqi state. This process must be _ completely 
independent of the occupying forces. 


We call on the United Nations, the Organization of the 
Islamic Conference and the League of Arab States to 
work to uphold international law, to end the occupation 
and to support the establishment of democratic self- 
government in Iraq. 


We ask the international community and governments 
around the world to refuse to recognize all forms of 
authority or government established by and under the 
occupation forces. 


We support the campaign initiated by the International 
Association of Lawyers Against Nuclear Arms and 
others to urge the UN General Assembly to request an 
advisory opinion by the International Court of Justice 
regarding the illegality of the use of force against lraq 
and of the doctrine of "pre-emptive war." 


We endorse the campaign calling for an international 
UN war crimes tribunal to try those responsible for the 
invasion and occupation of Iraq. 


We demand that all governments recognize the right of 
lraqis to travel freely and to return to Iraq. 


We reject the US project to create a "New Middle East 
Order," including its economic arm, Bush's proposed 
"Free Trade Area of the Middle East." 


We commit ourselves to work in solidarity with the 
people and civil society of Iraq and to support the 
democratic forces. 


1. We commit ourselves to organize a series of fact- 
finding missions to Iraq in collaboration with the civil 
society organizations already working on the ground in 
order to establish contacts with as many democratic 
Iraqi organizations as possible, with the possibility of 
working towards a conference on war and occupation in 
Baghdad. 


2. We commit ourselves to prepare the conditions to 
participate in the construction of one or more 
Occupation Watch Centers in Iraq. The goals will be to 
function as a monitoring and information center on the 
military occupation and any US-appointed government, 
including documentation of possible war crimes and 
other violations of human and democratic rights. They 
will also include monitoring the role of foreign 
companies and war profiteers in Iraq. 


3. We commit ourselves to developing multiple methods 
of engaging directly with Iraqis, including mass 
delegations to Iraq, with the goal of establishing broad 
ties between Iraqi organizations and individuals, and 
global civil society, particularly the anti-war, anti- 
globalization and World Social Forum movements. We 
also commit ourselves to creating a new global Iraq 
information website, as well as other means of 
coordinating information and resources. 


4. Based on the proposals of the Turkish, Japanese, 
South African and Latin American movements, we 
commit ourselves to building an International People's 
Tribunal to prosecute the perpetrators of the Iraq war 
and occupation, to be held in several countries with a 
team of international prosecutors and judges. 


5. We call for an international boycott of US products on 
4 July 2004, the United States independence day and 
support other initiatives to boycott US products. 





PLAN OF ACTION ON GLOBALIZATION AND 
MILITARISM 


We endorse the call from the Hemispheric and Global 
Assembly Against the FTAA and the WTO for a week of 
action against the WTO during its ministerial meeting in 
Cancun, Mexico. In particular, we urge peace and 
people's organisations to mobilise on September 9 
against the WTO and on September 13 against 
globalisation and war. We endorse the call from the 
recent Chiapas conference for a "targeted boycott" of 
Coke, McDonalds, Texaco, CNN, and Fox during this 
week of protest. 


We condemn the growing McCarthyite atmosphere 
being fostered in the US by the Bush government. We 
call for a "World Says No to Bush" campaign to 
culminate during the Republican convention in New 
York in September 2004. This campaign would aim to 
mobilise millions worldwide in a global referendum 
designed to undermine the legitimacy of "Emperor" 
Bush. 
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We call for a strategic focus on the proliferation of US 
military bases around the world. We commit ourselves 
to working for a global day of action against such bases 
in the first half of 2004 to be coordinated by the Asian 
Peace Alliance. 


Noting the worldwide escalation in military spending, we 
call for a global campaign for general disarmament. We 
extend an invitation to peace and disarmament groups 
not represented at the Jakarta conference to contact 
our network to facilitate coordinated initiatives which 
could include a global day of action. 


We endorse a day of action against corporate looters, 
particularly Halliburton and Bechtel as well as their 
subsidiaries. This action will be coordinated through a 
working group of this conference. 


Jakarta, 21 May 2003 


For more information contact Herbert Docena, 


herbert@focusphilippines.org 


(*) coorditrad@attac.org is the email address of an international group of volunteers who coordinate 700 
translators worldwide. You can be part of this group and share your language expertise by helping us publish 
articles and documents. Just contact them for further details. 
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